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TRAVEL MEMORIES: Readers share
favorite stories from their trips.

COMING SUNDAY MORE INSIDE CONTEST WINNERS
Pets for adoption
Local rescue groups have some cuties — a
puppy and a cat — for adoption. Page C2

Beauty expert advice
So-called “cosmetics cop” Paula Begoun offers
her top makeup picks. Page C3

Kimie Molina won last Saturday’s giveaway, which featured an
American Eagle Outfitters T-shirt along with a copy of the Olsen
twins’ coffee-table fashion book,“Influence” (Razorbill, $35).

By Christina Licata
FOR THE ARIZONA DAILY STAR

I t’s your day. It’s your
wedding. It’s your
bank account.

You don’t want to
spend thousands of dol-
lars on shoes and a gown
you won’t wear again
and will just pack away,
do you? Of course not.

Here are some ways to
cut costs — without cut-
ting the glam.

Christina Licata is a University of Arizona
student who is apprenticing at the Star.
Contact her at 573-4128 or at
starapprentice@azstarnet.com. Kathleen
Allen and Kristen Cook contributed to
this story.

TRY A THRIFT STORE
If you’re looking for a non-traditional wedding

gown, check a thrift store.
Many, like Sequels — a clothing and accessories

boutique that benefits the non-profit Amphitheater
Public Schools Foundation — don’t get the flowing

white gowns, but they do get
lots of gowns.

“We have racks of gowns,”
said Heather Buck, who
works at Sequels.“Though
we rarely get wedding dress-
es, you could definitely get
bridesmaid dresses here.”

The impact on the pocket-
book? The average cost is
$30, said Buck.

Over at St. Vincent De Paul, wedding dresses are
rare, but they do come in. Evening gowns, however,
which could double for bridesmaid, mother-of-the-
bride, maid-of-honor or even wedding dresses, are
plentiful and run between $6 and $25.“A really nice
dress would be $25,” said Anjela De Merci, who
works at the thrift store.

SHOES
Let’s be honest: Who’s looking at

shoe labels on a wedding day? To
pinch a penny with style, try a dis-
count shoe store like DSW or Payless.

DSW — discount designer shoes
— has deals
for wedding
shoes, with
prices start-
ing around
$30. It also
has clutches
and evening
bags for un-
der $100.

If you’re on
a tighter
budget, Pay-
less has
even bigger

bargains, just not the designer
names.

Payless offers a variety of snazzy
heels ranging from $15 to $25.

BRIDAL DRESS
RENTAL

Why buy when you can rent? Es-
pecially when you can rent a gown
that’s customized for you.

Kristi Butt, who owns Gowns by
Pamela of Tucson, said renting is
the best solution when on a budget.

Butt works with a designer —
Pamela Weight, the Pamela in the
name — who specifically designs
dresses for customers from pre-
constructed gown elements. That
means you get to choose the
bodice, the skirt and even the
sleeves. Dress rental includes the
headpiece, veil, petticoat, corset,
alterations and cleaning.

The dresses are put together like
a costume;
the lining
and the out-
er fabric are
stitched to-
gether in
such a way
that alter-

ations can be done easily. Tradition-
al-style gowns, which often include
pearls and sequins, are $270.
Newer and more contemporary
gowns are $350.

“A limitation, or an advantage, is
that all dresses have sleeves,” said
Butt.“But we can alter the sleeve
length.”

All skirts have elastic in the waist,
and there is a variety of lace-up tops.

The store also sells mother-of-the
bride dresses ($200) and flower-
girl dresses ($90). Butt also has in-
vitations, jewelry and shoes for sale
with a 10 percent discount for cus-
tomers who rent the wedding
gowns..

There is a $100 refundable deposit
on the gowns in case of damage.

So far Butt has found only one
stain she couldn’t remove.“It was
an asphalt footprint.”

SEMI-CUSTOM
GOWNS

A custom-made bridal gown can
cost thousands of dollars. But
women can still have the dress of
their dreams — at a fraction of the
price — with a little creativity, said
Joyce Feickert, who owns Hem & Her.

Feickert creates what she calls
semi-custom gowns. She’ll take a
ready-made bridal dress and tweak
it. Maybe she’ll add a jacket or per-
haps alter the sleeves or neckline.

“I use $2,000 gowns and do a
cool neck to it, and give it to them —

$600 com-
plete,” said 
Feickert, who
buys up high-
priced inven-
tory from
bridal stores

across the country that go out of
business.

She regularly holds a January sale
in which she offers gowns that have
been snapped up from factories for
$399 — normally they’d cost
$2,000 to $3,000.

But it’s the customizing that 
Feickert adores.“It’s like recycling
— I’m rescuing gowns that are
beautiful and using their fabrics,”
said Feickert, who also sells gowns
by Pronovias, a Spanish bridal line;
and Demetrios, a popular brand.

Feickert redesigns tuxedos, too.
“It’s like a dollhouse and they’re

my Barbies. Sometimes I get Kens,”
Feickert said, laughing.

The designer also gives wedding
gowns a second chance at wear,
turning them into things like first-
communion dresses, at customers’
request.

Muffin tops are great — on
muffins.But when you’re refer-
ring to the dreaded fashion faux
pas (gut spilling over jeans),that’s
less than great.Yummie Tummie
tank tops have a stomach-cinch-
ing panel in the middle but look
like regular tanks at the top and
bottom.They’re great layering
pieces that make you look sleeker.
The tops start at $62 and come in
several styles.See them at
www.yummietummie.com.

We have a large and a medium
to give away. Enter our online
contests at azstarnet.com/
contests by 9 a.m. Wednesday.

Accessorizing just for the sake
of accessorizing is just fine, but
accessorizing for a cause? That
is the ultimate.

These beaded bracelets not
only add a fun pop to an outfit,
but also go for a good cause —
helping pay vet bills for two
greyhounds injured in a hit-
and-run accident.

Lizzie Mead’s dogs, Rider and
Opal, racked up more than
$14,000 in medical bills from the
October car crash. Greyhound
lovers have been raising money,
and proceeds from the bracelets
go toward paying off the bills.
The jewelry is made from mem-
ory wire and donated beads.
Each piece has either a sterling
silver greyhound or a paw print.
The bracelets cost $20 each.

Pick one up at Mead’s store,
Silver Sea Jewelry & Gifts,330 N.
Fourth Ave.,or at www.etsy.com/
shop.php?user_id=6268098.

Kristen Cook

GIVEAWAY

THIS JUST IN

COURTESY OF YUMMIE TUMMIE

Yummie Tummie tank tops look
familiar but have a stomach-
cinching panel in the middle.

Enter contest
for shot at
sleek-looking
muffin tops

Accessorize
with bracelet
for benefit of
2 injured dogs

MICHELLE CAILLET

These beaded bracelets help pay
vet bills for two greyhounds in-
jured in a hit-and-run accident.

Left: off the rack. Right: altered by Joyce Feickert of
Hem & Her with a scarf to create sleeves.

Left: off the rack. Right: altered into a pinched-up
tulip skirt with a halter.

Left: off the rack. Right: altered by taking the rhine-
stone and cloth from the bust and creating a halter.

Joyce Feickert adds material to an
heirloom communion dress.

Don’t be wedded to high cost

IF YOU GO
• Hem & Her 

4004 N. Stone
Ave., 887-4739.

IF YOU GO
• Gowns by Pamela

of Tucson
560 S. Spinepoint
Place , 722-0050.

IF YOU GO
• Sequels

7961 N. Oracle
Road, 797-4949.

• St. Vincent De
Paul
5426 E. Pima St.,
323-0734
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This basic wedding dress at Hem & Her is made of 100 percent silk.

See WEDDING, C4

IF YOU GO
• DSW

7191 E. Broadway,
834-0071
11895 N. Oracle
Road, Oro Valley,
742-4250 and
www.dsw.com

• Payless
several area 
locations; 
www.payless.com

COURTESY OF
PAYLESS.COM
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AFFORDABLE 
BEAUTY

You want to look gorgeous on
your wedding day — but you
don’t want to have to cancel
the honeymoon to pay for it.

Consider a beauty school in-
stead of a pricey salon for your
hair and makeup.

Arizona Academy of Beauty
offers bargain services perfect
for brides and bridal parties on
a budget. Services, provided by
students, include hair, skin,
nails and makeup application.

Updos start at $15, depend-
ing on length and texture.
Blowouts are $5.50, and to
have your hair flat-ironed is
$10 . If you’re looking for a
more dramatic look, you can go
for the highlights, which start
at $25.

Makeup application is $8, but
you have to bring your own
cosmetics.

For a manicure and a pedi-
cure, it’s $25; a polish change
is $6. If you want to freshen up
a bit, a facial will set you back
$15.

You can also get discount
beauty treatments at Aveda In-
stitute of Beauty, where stu-
dents will spiff you up in an en-
vironmentally friendly style.

Makeup application is $20
and includes Aveda mineral-
based and oil-free cosmetics.
All Aveda products come from
plants or flowers.

Updos are $28, and a haircut
and style is $12. Manicures
start at $22 and pedicures at
$25.

If you’re still feeling like you
need to relax before the big
day, add a facial for $35 to $45.

Aveda hair services and man-
icure and pedicure services be-
gin March 23. Body and facial
services start March 30.

Book well in advance for wed-
ding services.

IF YOU GO
• Arizona Academy

of Beauty,
5631 E. Speedway,
885-4120 

• Aveda Institute Tucson,
845 N. Park Ave.,
207-2660

WEDDING
Continued from Page C1
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This off-the-rack dress shows additional design work by Joyce Feickert of Hem & Her. Feickert is using a
rhinestone trim to create a halter and bodice.

The Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort
& Spa is offering a free stay at its
resort on the island’s south shore.

One winner, selected at ran-
dom, makes and pays for airfare
arrangements. The Grand Hyatt
handles room, tax and resort fees
for three nights. The voucher,
which is based on availability, is
good through the end of the year.

The resort sits on 50 acres of

oceanfront property and fea-
tures a spa with lava rock show-
ers and a full-service salon, as
well as an 18-hole golf course
and kids programs.

Visit grandhyattkauai.com for
more info.

Enter our giveaway at 
azstarnet.com/contests by
Wednesday. The winner will be
named March 22.

GIVEAWAY

Win a three-night stay at
Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort
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Sting’s organic estate
to offer Italian wine

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ROME — After singing of
“Fields of Gold,” British rock star
Sting is tending fields of grapes
as he prepares to market red
wine made at his country estate
in Tuscany.

Some 30,000 bottles of wine
produced on the property will go
on sale in September, mainly in
Britain and the United States,
says Paolo Rossi, the estate’s
manager.

In 1997, the former Police
frontman purchased a 16th-
century villa, called Il Palagio, in
Figline Valdarno, a small village
some 19 miles south of Florence.

Over the years he has turned
the surrounding 860 acres into
an organic farm that also pro-
duces honey, olive oil, fruit, veg-
etables and Tuscan salami.

“When I came here to Figline I
wanted first of all to feed my
family,” Sting said on Tuesday
during an event at the village
where the 57-year-old star spoke
of the time he spends at Il Pala-
gio.

“I also wanted to use agricul-
ture with practices that would
nourish the land and not deplete
the land, and so we went to tra-
ditional methods with farming,
we got rid of pesticides, we
shunned monoculture, and it
works, the farm is also a garden,”
he said in the remarks broadcast
by local television Rtv38.

Rossi did not reveal the name
of the upcoming wine. He said it
will be a 2007 vintage based on
the Sangiovese grape, with a
touch of Cabernet and Merlot.

A 2008 Chianti could also go
on sale in the fall, but tests on the
wine’s aging must be conducted
before a decision is made, Rossi
told The Associated Press by
telephone.

The wine, along with other
products made on the Sting
farm, will also be available at a
shop on the property that the
singer will inaugurate by June,
Rossi said.

EVAN AGOSTINI / AP 2008

Sting, late of the Police, owns 860
acres near Florence, where he
practices traditional farming.


