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Adobe has a long history.
The building material shaped

from soil, clay and water and
dried in the sun has been used
for thousands of years.

And it still hasn’t gone out of
style.

Tucsonans Michael Byrne and
Dottie Larson share a love for
adobe, which translated into
their book “The New Adobe
Home” (Gibbs Smith, $35).

When the opportunity for the
book popped up, ideas flooded
Byrne’s mind.

“I wanted to include art,
space, color, interiors, furnish-
ing and the composition of
adobe homes in the book,” said
Byrne, a principal with the de-
sign firm WLB Group.

The book showcases 23 adobe
homes spread across New Mexi-
co, Southern Arizona, Southern
California and Sonora, Mexico.

The homes selected range in
style from historical to contem-
porary.

The photographs, shot by
Tucsonan Amy Haskell, take you
inside the multimillion-dollar
homes with thick, earthy walls,
beamed ceilings and lush gar-
dens. Though they all have
adobe in common, each seems to
speak to a different style, a dif-

ferent elegance.
“We wanted readers to under-

stand that adobe is a flexible
building material,” said Byrne.

“There’s lots of room for cre-
ativity.”

Christina Licata is a University of Arizona
student who is apprenticing at the Star.
Contact her at 573-4128 or at
starapprentice@azstarnet.com.
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Inspired by the Kirigami calendar, this kit provides step-by-step in-
structions for creating elegant kirigami accessories for the home.

Kirigami home décor kit
makes elegant accessories 

Local pair’s work showcases 23 homes
MAKING BOOK ON ADOBE

GIVEAWAY

Crafty types will get a kick out
of the kirigami home décor kit.
Kirigami,in case you didn’t know,
is a form of paper folding that
calls for small cuts in the paper.

From Accord Publishing, the
$19 kit offers step-by-step in-
structions for creating elegant
paper accessories. The kit in-
cludes a booklet, instructions,

paper and scissors. You can buy
the kit from www.amazon.com,
but we have one kit to give away.
Go to azstarnet.com/contests by
9 a.m. Wednesday.

Last week’s winner
Tamara Clause won last week’s

contest for the Avior 20104 Pet
Carrier.

YOU COULD WIN
We have a copy of “The

NewAdobe Home,”along with
two copies of “Sean Conway’s
Cultivating Life”by Sean Con-
way and Lee Alan Buttala (Ar-
tisan Books, $23).The paper-
back has all kinds of fun proj-
ects, even recipes, that can
be tackled in a weekend. Go
to azstarnet.com/contests by
9 a.m.Wednesday.

“The New
Adobe Home”

“Sean Conway’s
Cultivating Life”
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