
The University of Arizona
School of Dance wraps up its
2008-09 season with a series of
performances running concur-
rently through April 26.

Its “Student Spotlight —
Starbound”performances be-
gan Thursday night,with works
showcasing the choreographic
prowess of some of the school’s
most talented student dancers.

The “Spring Collection”se-
ries,featuring pieces created by
faculty members,begins
tonight.

Melissa Lowe and school di-
rector Jory Hancock will break
out “Tonadas Pas de Deux,” for
the show, a neoclassical ballet
set to musical accompaniment
from pianist Suzanne Knosp.

Amy Ernst will present the
modern piece “New Favorite,”
staged for an ensemble of 14
female dancers as they share
love and loss through move-
ment.

Douglas Nielsen has “Flood”
on tap,another ensemble piece,
involving the use of umbrellas
and skateboard.

And the school will bring
back “Red Cape Tango,” a fiery
Latin dance work commis-
sioned by the Tucson Sympho-
ny Orchestra for one of its “Fi-
esta” performances held in Feb-

ruary.
Other works include Jesse

Campbell’s “Sure as Not”and
Elizabeth George’s “The Bridge.”

“Student Spotlight”per-
formances are at 1:30 p.m.Sat-
urday and April 25 and 7:30 p.m.
Thursday.Tickets are $20,with
discounts available.

“Spring Collection”perform-
ances take place at 7:30 p.m.to-
day,Saturday,next Friday and
April 25, and 1:30 p.m.Sunday
and April 26.

Tickets for those shows are
$23,with discounts available.
621-1162.

Gerald M. Gay
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Baker dazzles in haunting
story about mental illness 

By M. Scot Skinner
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

“Proof,” the dazzling and
heartwrenching drama now on-
stage at Beowulf Alley Theatre
Company, is about the cruel ef-
fects of mental illness on an
American family.

The David Auburn play is
about other things,too: facing
your fears,making sacrifices for
your family and navigating sibling
terrain.It’s also about the perils of
late-night partying with mathe-
maticians.Those guys are insane.

Directed with a sure hand by
Sheldon Metz,“Proof” is
brought to crackling life by a
cast of four. Together, they
achieve a rare alchemy that con-
veys the script’s every ounce of
truth, emotion and mystery.

In her debut with the Down-
town theater troupe, Jill Baker
comes through with a fully nu-
anced portrait of Catherine, the
haunted young woman at the
center of the storm. Although
this is my first experience with
the Tony Award- and Pulitzer
Prize-winning play (I managed
to miss the 2005 movie version,
too), it’s hard to imagine a per-

formance greater than or equal
to hers.

As “Proof” begins, it’s
Catherine’s 25th birthday and
her sister Claire (Chris Farishon)
is flying home for the funeral of
their father (Roberto Guajardo),
a brilliant mathematician who
published game-changing work
while still in his early 20s.

Meanwhile, a former student
of their dad’s is upstairs going
through his notebooks to see if
any of the scribbling is impor-

tant. Sure, the professor was sick
in his final years, but maybe
there’s something the world
needs to see, says Hal (Jonathan
A.J. Northover).

Catherine is convinced that
it’s all gibberish, which breaks
her heart. She inherited a knack
for higher math, but except for a
few months at Northwestern
when her father’s mental health
appeared to be improving, she
has put her studies and, well, her
life on the back burner so she
could take care of him.

For years, it’s been just the two
of them in the run-down Chica-
go home. Catherine was con-
fronted daily with the ugly reali-
ties of a beautiful mind brought
down by a brain disorder. She did
most of her mourning long be-
fore his death.

Knowing that he started
showing symptoms when he was
her age, she’s consumed with the
key questions:

Is she destined to become a
pioneering thinker? Or is she
destined to suffer through years
of mental illness? Or both?

She wants to be just like her
father, and she’s scared to death

that she’ll be just like her father.
The playwright cleverly picks

a date in September for Cather-
ine’s birthday, a turning point for
her and for the weather in
Chicago. It’s a time when lovely
nights on the porch give way to
the first shivers of what’s to
come.

The Beowulf company never
loses sight of the chilling truths
that drive the elegantly con-
structed story. And with
Auburn’s script in such capable
hands, the abundant humor in
“Proof” is never forced. When
you find yourself laughing at the
tense interaction between

Catherine and her back-to-
save-the-day sister, it’s not be-
cause the actors are trying to be
funny. It’s because they’ve got
such a firm grasp on the real
stuff underneath.

Contact reporter M. Scot Skinner at 
573-4119 or skinner@azstarnet.com.

REVIEW
“Proof”
• By: David Auburn.
• Presented by: Beowulf Alley

Theatre Company.
• Director: Sheldon Metz.
• When: 7:30 p.m. Thursdays

through Saturdays; 1:30 p.m.
Sundays through April 26.

• Where: 11 S. Sixth Ave.
• Tickets: $20.
• Reservations/information:

882-0555 or at 
www.beowulfalley.org

• Running time: About 2 hours
and 20 minutes.

CREATISTA/SCOTT GRIESSEL / COURTESY OF BEOWULF ALLEY THEATRE COMPANY

Jill Baker’s Catherine wonders if the same fate as her mentally ill father (Roberto Guajardo) awaits her.

COURTESY OF UA DANCE

UA Dance’s “Spring Collection” concert will include a performance of
“Red Cape Tango,” first seen in February with the TSO.

RYAN FAGAN / COURTESY OF LIVE THEATRE WORKSHOP

Marina Jarrette, left, Allegra Breedlove and Christopher Johnson star.
The play is about a man seeking to learn about the father he never knew.

‘Lemon Sky’ is the newest
offering from Live Theatre

By Christina Licata
FOR THE ARIZONA DAILY STAR

It isn’t always easy to make
peace with the past.

Yet that is what Alan sets out
to do in Lanford Wilson’s
“Lemon Sky,” which Live The-
atre Workshop will open next
week.

Alan is the narrator and the
protagonist in the drama cut
with comedy. In this memory
play, the 30-year-old Alan looks
back on his life, trying to figure
out what went wrong where.

What he does know is this:
His father abandoned him and
his family when Alan was 5. At
17, Alan graduated from high
school and boarded a bus to
discover the father he never
knew and ended up grappling
with his father’s new life and
new family.

“It’s a lyrical play that brings
us back to a simpler time that
was changing into a more com-
plicated time,” said Glen Coff-
man, director of the Live Theatre
production.

“Lemon Sky” opened for a
short time off-Broadway in 1970
and had a well-received revival
in 1985.

“ ‘Lemon Sky’ reminds us that
Mr. Wilson is our primary heir to
Tennessee Williams,” Frank Rich

said in The New York Times.
The play has a very serious

side. But don’t let that discour-
age you, Coffman said.

“It’s not a serious downer
drama,” he said,“even though
there are serious elements in the
play.”

Christina Licata is a University of Arizona
student who is apprenticing at the Star.
Contact her at 573-4128 or at
starapprentice@azstarnet.com.

IF YOU GO 
“Lemon Sky”
• Presented by: Live Theatre

Workshop
• Playwright: Lanford Wilson.
• Director: Glen Coffman.
• Where: Live Theatre Workshop,

5317 E. Speedway.
• When: Previews are at 7:30

p.m. Thursday and next Friday;
opens at 7:30 p.m. April 25.
Continues through May 31.

• Cost: $14-$17.
• Information and reserva-

tions: 327-4242.
• Cast: Christopher Johnson,

Roger Owen, Kristi Loera, Alle-
gra Breedlove, Marina Jarrette,
Ryan Callie and Cole Gregory.

• Running time: 2 hours 10 min-
utes, with intermission.

UA Dance
finales are
under way

Urban Picnic to feature auction of artful lunchboxes
By Christina Licata

FOR ARIZONA DAILY STAR

These are not your children’s
lunchboxes.

The lunchboxes at the Urban
Picnic are works of art.

Local and regional artists
have joined forces to create col-
orful, spunky and eye-catching

lunchboxes to be auctioned live.
Proceeds from the event will

go to the Tucson Museum of
Art and Ballet Tucson.

Barbara Jo McLaughlin,
Joanne Kerrihard and Imo &
Selina are just a few artists that
will showcase their original
lunchboxes.

This is not just about lunch-
boxes. The event also includes
lunch, mimosas and music.

It’s happening 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. next Friday. Tickets are
$45. It’s at the Tucson Museum
of Art courtyard, 140 N. Main
Street. Call 903-1445 for more
information.

End is nearing
for Guarneri
Quartet after
40-plus years 

The Guarneri String Quar-
tet has been a longtime friend
of the Arizona Friends of
Chamber Music, so it’s no
surprise that Tucson is
among the cities the quartet
will visit before calling it quits
on a 45-year career.

The quartet — violist
Michael Tree, violinists
Arnold Steinhardt and John
Dalley and cellist Peter Wiley
— will disband this fall, end-
ing a critically acclaimed
chamber-music career that
has spanned five decades and
numerous continents. The
members quietly made the
decision last spring about five
minutes before they were to
take the stage for a New York
concert.

“The thought was raised
that we might consider end-
ing our careers on what we
hoped was a high note,” Tree
told the San Francisco
Chronicle last November.
“And that was that. We all
had similar feelings, and one
of the things we’ve learned
over the years is to keep dis-
cussion to a minimum.”

The quartet returns
Wednesday to Tucson, where
it has played numerous times
over the past 20-plus years,
for a concert that closes the
Friends’ 2008-09 season.

The program includes a
pair of Mozart string
quartets, Bartók’s String
Quartet No. 3 and Dvorák’s
“The American.” The concert
begins at 8 p.m. at the Leo
Rich Theatre, 260 S. Church
Ave. Tickets are $25, $10 for
students through the Friends,
577-3769.

Cathalena E. Burch
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